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PD-VOICEST Postgraduate Diploma in Voice Studies
Year and Campus:

2015

Fees Information:

Subject EFTSL, Level, Discipline & Census Date, http://enrolment.unimelb.edu.au/fees

Level:

Graduate/Postgraduate

Duration & Credit Points:

100 credit points taken over 12 months

Coordinator:

Contact:

Geraldine Cook
Geraldine Cook
gcook@unimelb.edu.au

Course Overview:

Learning Outcomes:

The major focus of the POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN VOICE STUDIES is to extend the
understanding of voice pedagogy and skills through experiential teaching and learning and
to apply this to the discipline of performing arts and the students' own professional contexts.
The course provides extensive skills and knowledge in the practice and implementation of
vocal pedagogical skills to a professional standard and develops the students' ability to acquire
effective diagnostic skills of their own voice and the capacity to transfer and implement these
skills in a professional context. The PG Diploma has a strong emphasis on developing the
students' ability to implement an approach to working with the relationship between voice,
speech and text which demonstrates the underlying pedagogical principles of voice and speech.
Students will have a thorough understanding of the relationship between the actor's voice and
contemporary and classical texts and be equipped to work across a variety of professional
performance contexts and settings. Entry to this course is upon completion of the PG Cert in
Voice Studies or equivalent professional experience.
The PG Dip in Voice Studies is designed to provide a deepening of knowledge and skills in
the application of voice and speech techniques to the discipline of performing arts and to the
students’ own professional contexts. Students completing the Postgraduate Diploma in Voice
Studies will:
# have deepened and broadened their skills in the application of voice, speech, language
and text in preparation for rehearsal and production in schools, community and professional
settings or in their own professional context;
# have critically examined a range of contemporary voice and speech methodologies to be
developed and applied in a professional context;
# have developed, practised and implemented vocal pedagogical skills to a professional
standard;
# have developed an understanding of the relationship between the actor’s voice and
contemporary and classical texts;
# have developed a thorough understanding of their own voice and speech;
# have developed and implemented effective diagnostic tools for addressing idiosyncratic
habits and enhancing voice practice with individuals and groups;
# have developed and implemented an approach to working with the relationship between
voice, speech and text which demonstrates the underlying pedagogical principles of voice
and speech teaching;
# have developed their cognitive understanding of the anatomy of the voice as it relates to
practical problem-solving solutions with groups and individuals; and
# have developed a critical and analytical approach to the major international voice and
speech teachers’ pedagogies.

Course Structure &
Available Subjects:

ALL SUBJECTS ON THE PG DIPLOMA IN VOICE STUDIES ARE COMPULSORY
ALL SUBJECTS ARE WORTH 12.5 CREDIT POINTS
ALL SUBJECTS ARE AT AQF LEVEL 8
# MUSI90159 Voice Skills
# MUSI90161 Reading the Text
# MUSI90162 Voice Pedagogy
# MUSI90163 Applied Voice Skills
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# PERF90001 Voice and Speech Skills
# PERF90002 Introduction to Accents and Dialects
# PERF90003 Text in Action
# PERF90004 Applied Voice and Speech Skills
Entry Requirements:

1. In order to be considered for entry, applicants must have completed:
• an undergraduate degree with a relevant major (such as Acting, Theatre, Creative Arts or
Performance Studies) or equivalent.
Meeting these requirements does not guarantee selection.
2. In ranking applications, the Selection Committee will consider:
• prior academic performance.
3. The Selection Committee may seek further information to clarify any aspect of an
application in accordance with the Student Application and Selection Procedure (https://
policy.unimelb.edu.au/MPF1034) .
4. Applicants are required to satisfy the university’s English language requirements for
postgraduate courses. For those applicants seeking to meet these requirements by one
of the standard tests approved by the Academic Board, performance band 6.5 (http://
about.unimelb.edu.au/academicboard/resolutions) is required.
Note: Students enrolled in the Diploma who complete the first 50 points of the program with a
weighted average mark of less than H2A (75%) will exit the program and receive the Certificate.
Applicants may be admitted into the Diploma with 50 points credit if they have (a) previously
completed the Certificate with a weighted average mark of at least H2A (75%), or equivalent, or
(b) can demonstrate extensive relevant professional experience, subject to a suitable level of
performance in an interview and audition.

Core Participation
Requirements:

This 6 month course is delivered over one year through an intensive workshop series during
January and July with 2 full days at the end of each semester. In order to successfully complete
the course, attendance at these workshops is compulsory. As the development of voice skills
is a physical training, to gain full benefit from the course, it is expected that participants will
develop their own daily practice which they apply during the periods between the intensive
workshops.

Graduate Attributes:

Graduates from this course will be critical and creative thinkers, with an aptitude for continued
self-directed learning. They will have expanded their analytical and cognitive skills through
experiential learning and have the capacity to participate fully in collaborative learning and
confront unfamiliar problems. Graduates will have good interpersonal and decision-making
skills, including an awareness of personal strengths and limitations. They will have an
understanding of the cultural diversity of our community.

Generic Skills:

Upon completion of this subject students are expected to:
# cognitive skills to review, analyse, consolidate and synthesise knowledge and identify and
provide solutions to complex problems;
# cognitive skills to think critically and to generate and evaluate complex ideas;
# specialised technical and creative skills in a field of professional practice;
# communication skills to demonstrate an understanding of theoretical concepts;
# communication skills to transfer complex knowledge and ideas to their professional
settings;
# integrated the skills and knowledge from the various subjects into a coherent
understanding;
# have an aptitude for continued self-directed learning and be critical and creative thinkers;
# expanded their analytical and cognitive skills through experiential learning;
# the capacity to participate fully in collaborative learning and to confront unfamiliar problems,
including an awareness of personal strengths and limitations;
# the capacity for critical thinking and analysis of pedagogical processes;
# the capacity to respond to unfamiliar problems with a flexible and innovative approach;
# the application of advanced skills in leadership, initiative and group dynamics.

Page 2 of 2

02/02/2017 10:31 A.M.

