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ENGL20032 Poetry, Love, and Death
Credit Points:

12.50

Level:

2 (Undergraduate)

Dates & Locations:

This subject is not offered in 2014.

Time Commitment:

Contact Hours: A 1.5-hour lecture and a 1-hour tutorial per week. Total Time Commitment: Total
expected time commitment is 102-hours across the semester, including class time.

Prerequisites:

None

Corequisites:

None

Recommended
Background Knowledge:

None

Non Allowed Subjects:

None

Core Participation
Requirements:

For the purposes of considering request for Reasonable Adjustments under the disability
Standards for Education (Cwth 2005), and Students Experiencing Academic Disadvantage
Policy, academic requirements for this subject are articulated in the Subject Description,
Subject Objectives, Generic Skills and Assessment Requirements of this entry. The University
is dedicated to provide support to those with special requirements. Further details on
the disability support scheme can be found at the Disability Liaison Unit website: http://
www.services.unimelb.edu.au/disability/

Contact:

Dr Justin Clemens
jclemens@unimelb.edu.au (mailto:jclemens@unimelb.edu.au)

Subject Overview:

Learning Outcomes:

Poetry has always been about extreme experiences, above all in the realms of love and death.
But poetry is not only about extremity; it is itself an extreme experience, not least of language.
This subject focuses on great poetry about love and death, their continuities and mutations
over time and place. Gay, straight, celebratory, condemnatory, strange, terrifying, obscene,
beautiful, ambivalent: this subject will run the gamut of the poetry of love and death, introducing
students to a wide range of poets from the classics to the present, and examining their accounts
of love, death, being and affect through a variety of forms and techniques. Beginning with the
great lyric poems of Sappho, the subject moves from ancient Greece and Rome to medieval
and early modern Europe through to the present day. Each week will introduce new poets, new
modes and new situations that bear upon the central theme; each week will be accompanied by
secondary readings that provide salient formal, contextual and theoretical information about the
poems.
On completion of the subject students should have:
# a broad understanding of poetic traditions across a range of forms;
# an understanding of the ways in which key life-themes are addressed and articulated in
poetry;
# an understanding of historical and cultural differences in the poetic voice;
# an understanding of different theoretical and contextual approaches to poetry.

Assessment:

An essay of 1500 words 40% (due mid-semester) and an essay of 2500 words 60% (due in the
examination period). This subject has a minimum hurdle requirement of 75% attendance and
regular participation in tutorials. Assessment submitted late without an approved extension will
be penalised at 10% per day. In-class tasks missed without approval will not be marked. All
pieces of written work must be submitted to pass this subject.

Prescribed Texts:

None

Breadth Options:

This subject potentially can be taken as a breadth subject component for the following courses:
# Bachelor of Biomedicine (https://handbook.unimelb.edu.au/view/2014/B-BMED)
# Bachelor of Commerce (https://handbook.unimelb.edu.au/view/2014/B-COM)
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# Bachelor of Environments (https://handbook.unimelb.edu.au/view/2014/B-ENVS)
# Bachelor of Music (https://handbook.unimelb.edu.au/view/2014/B-MUS)
# Bachelor of Science (https://handbook.unimelb.edu.au/view/2014/B-SCI)
You should visit learn more about breadth subjects (http://breadth.unimelb.edu.au/
breadth/info/index.html) and read the breadth requirements for your degree, and should
discuss your choice with your student adviser, before deciding on your subjects.
Fees Information:
Generic Skills:

Subject EFTSL, Level, Discipline & Census Date, http://enrolment.unimelb.edu.au/fees
On completion of the subject students should have:
# acquired a transportable set of interpretative skills;
# developed their capacity for independent research;
# developed their capacity for critical thinking and analysis;
# developed their ability to communicate in writing.

Related Course(s):

Bachelor of Arts(Media and Communications)

Related Majors/Minors/
Specialisations:

English Literary Studies Major
English and Theatre Studies
English and Theatre Studies
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