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LAWS40066 Violence, Women and the Law
Credit Points: 12.50

Level: 4 (Undergraduate)

Dates & Locations: This subject is not offered in 2012.

Time Commitment: Contact Hours: Winter intensive. Total Time Commitment: 140 hours.

Prerequisites: Legal Method and Reasoning; Principles of Public Law; Torts; Legal Theory; Criminal Law or in
each case their equivalents.

Corequisites: None.

Recommended
Background Knowledge:

None.

Non Allowed Subjects: None.

Core Participation
Requirements:

For the purposes of considering requests for Reasonable Adjustments under the Disability
Standards for Education (Cwth 2005), and Students Experiencing Academic Disadvantage
Policy, academic requirements for this subject are articulated in the Subject Description,
Subject Objectives, Generic Skills, and Assessment Requirements of this entry. The University
is dedicated to providing support to those with special requirements. Further details on
the disability support scheme can be found at the Disability Liaison Unit website: http://
www.services.unimelb.edu.au/disability/.

Contact: Melbourne Law School Student Centre
Email: law-studentcentre@unimelb.edu.au (mailto:law-studentcentre@unimelb.edu.au)
Tel: +61 3 8344 4475

Subject Overview: This subject examines the role of law in responding to and preventing violence against women.
The subject introduces current data and research on violence against women and considers
historical and contemporary theories and typologies of gendered violence. We examine a
range of regulatory strategies and frameworks designed to respond to and prevent violence
against women. The range of strategies may be drawn from criminal law, family law, tort law
and international law.

The topics covered in the subject may vary from year to year; however, the emphasis will
be on law's role in responding to and preventing family and domestic violence, and sexual
violence. We will explore the historical development of legal and policy responses, as well as
contemporary and innovative approaches to violence against women.

Topics in any year may be chosen from the following areas:

# Terminology, classifications, definitions and data;

# Empirical research on the prevalence, causes and consequences of violence against
women and on women’s experiences of the legal system;

# Theoretical perspectives and critiques of gendered violence and the law’s role in preventing
and responding to gendered violence;

# Violence against indigenous women;

# Progress and challenges in responding to and preventing family and domestic violence;

# Reforms to criminal law and procedure in relation to sexual assault and rape;

# Sexual harassment and discrimination;

# Trafficking for sexual exploitation;

# Prostitution, pornography and violence against women.

Objectives: On successful completion of this subject, students should be able to:

1 Demonstrate an understanding of law’s role in responding to and preventing violence
against women in Australia;
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2 Apply analytical, critical, theoretical and evaluative skills to the regulatory frameworks and
the legal and social policy issues associated with violence against women;

3 Demonstrate an understanding of the application of the law in practice; and
4 Demonstrate an awareness of the forces that affect policy formulation and law reform

processes in relation to violence against women.

Assessment: Attendance and participation in at least 80% of seminars – hurdle requirement. Research essay
of 5,000 words due at least four weeks after the end of the teaching period and worth 100% of
the final mark in the subject.

Prescribed Texts: None.

Breadth Options: This subject is not available as a breadth subject.

Fees Information: Subject EFTSL, Level, Discipline & Census Date, http://enrolment.unimelb.edu.au/fees

Generic Skills: Students undertaking this subject will have the opportunity to practice and/or be assessed in the
following generic skills:

# Attitudes towards knowledge that include ethics associated with knowledge creation and
usage;

# The capacity for close reading and analysis of a range of sources;

# The capacity for critical and independent thought and reflection;

# The capacity to conduct research, including the ability to locate and evaluate relevant
primary and secondary sources;

# The capacity to communicate clearly and effectively, both orally and in writing;

# The capacity to plan and manage time;

# Intercultural sensitivity and understanding;

# Sensitivity and understanding of issues confronting women affected by violence.

In addition, by completing this subject students will have the opportunity to practice and/or be
assessed in the following skills specific to the discipline of law:

Legal research and writing skills, including an ability to:

# Locate and evaluate primary and secondary legal sources;

# Use case law, statutes and secondary sources as part of legal analysis;

# Develop and substantiate a reasoned argument;

# Apply interdisciplinary and theoretical perspectives to legal issues.

Notes: The 5,000 word research essay in this subject is regarded as a substantial piece of legal writing.
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