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Year and Campus:

2011 - Parkville

CRICOS Code:

056968C

Fees Information:

Subject EFTSL, Level, Discipline & Census Date, http://enrolment.unimelb.edu.au/fees

Level:

Research Higher Degree

Duration & Credit Points:

Students are expected to complete this research in 3.00 years full time, or equivalent part time.
Credit Points: 300

Coordinator:

Contact:

The Melbourne Graduate School of Education
Alice Hoy Building (Building 162)
The University of Melbourne 3010
Australia
Telephone: + 61 3 834 48285
Email: education-research@unimelb.edu.au (mailto:education-research@unimelb.edu.au)
Web: http://www.education.unimelb.edu.au/ (http://www.education.unimelb.edu.au/)
http://www.gradresearch.unimelb.edu.au/ (http://www.gradresearch.unimelb.edu.au/)
Future Student Questions:
http://gradstudies-unimelb.custhelp.com/ (http://gradstudies-unimelb.custhelp.com/)

Course Overview:

The degree of Doctor of Philosophy signifies that the holder has undertaken a substantial
piece of original research, which has been conducted and reported by the holder under proper
academic supervision and in a research environment for a prescribed period.
The PhD thesis demonstrates authority in the candidate's field and shows evidence of command
of knowledge in relevant fields. It shows that the candidate has a thorough grasp of the
appropriate methodological techniques and an awareness of their limitations. The thesis also
makes a distinct contribution to knowledge. Its contribution to knowledge rests on originality
of approach and / or interpretation of the findings and, in some cases, the discovery of new
facts. The thesis demonstrates an ability to communicate research findings effectively in the
professional arena and in an international context. It is a careful, rigorous and sustained piece
of work demonstrating that a research 'apprenticeship' is complete and the holder is admitted to
the community of scholars in the discipline.
In scope, the PhD thesis differs from a research Masters thesis chiefly by its deeper and
more comprehensive treatment of the chosen subject. It is written succinctly, in English,
unless approval has been given for the thesis to be written in a language other than English.
The normal length of a PhD thesis is 80,000 words, exclusive of words in tables, maps,
bibliographies and appendices. Footnotes are included as part of the word limit. The thesis
should not exceed 100,000 words (or equivalent) without special approval from the Research
Higher Degrees Committee.

Objectives:

See 'Graduate Attributes'

Course Structure &
Available Subjects:

-

Entry Requirements:

The criteria for assessing applicants' eligibility for PhD candidature are:
1
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Minimum qualifications
Applicants are normally required to have completed at least a four-year honours degree
at H2A standard from an Australian university, or a qualification or combination of
qualifications considered by the RHD Committee to be equivalent. For particular disciplines
applicants are also required to complete, at an appropriate level, a Graduate Management
Admissions Test (GMAT) or a Graduate Record Entry (GRE) test.
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Minimum level of academic achievement
Applicants should have achieved an overall H1 (80-100%) or H2A (75-79%) grade in the
relevant honours or Masters degree.
Relevance of the degree
The completed degree must be in an area that is relevant to the intended PhD,
including sufficient specialisation such that the applicant will have already developed an
understanding and appreciation of a body of knowledge relevant to the intended PhD.
Evidence of research ability
Applicants are normally required to have completed a research project/component that
accounts for at least 25% of their year's work at 4th year or at Masters level. Graduates of
certain professional degrees at the University of Melbourne, including MBBS, BVSc, LLB,
BPhysio and BEng are deemed to have met this requirement.
Currency of applicant's knowledge of the discipline
The applicant's degree/s and/or professional experience must demonstrate that their
knowledge of the discipline in which they plan to undertake their research higher degree is
current.

6 Assessment of level of suitability
Based on interview or other verbal communication, an assessment should be made of the
level of understanding, motivation and time commitment of the student for the proposed
program of study. For example, a full-time student would be expected to devote at least 40
hours a week and a part-time student about half of this.
Applicants must also meet the University’s English Language requirements (http://
www.futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/courses/pgenglishreq.html) .
Additional criterion: Expression of interest, see http://www.edfac.unimelb.edu.au/research/
eoi/regform.html (https://owa.unimelb.edu.au/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://
www.edfac.unimelb.edu.au/research/eoi/regform.html) .
Core Participation
Requirements:

The Melbourne Graduate School of Education welcomes applications from students with
disabilities. It is University and Graduate School policy to take reasonable steps to enable
the participation of students with disabilities, and reasonable adjustments will be made to
enhance a student’s participation in the Graduate School’s programs.The core participation
requirements for study in the Melbourne Graduate School of Education are:In all coursesThe
ability to comprehend complex information related to education and the disciplines in which the
student is teaching. The ability to communicate clearly and independently in assessment tasks
a knowledge of the content, principles and practices relating to education and other relevant
disciplines. Behavioural and social attributes that enable a student to participate in a complex
learning environment. Students are required to take responsibility for their own participation
and learning. They also contribute to the learning of other students in collaborative learning
environments, demonstrating interpersonal skills and an understanding of the needs of other
students. Assessment may include the outcomes of tasks completed in collaboration with
other students. In courses requiring students to undertake practicum placementsThe ability
to undertake professional practice placements independently, including:a. the ability based
on personal maturity to establish a professional relationship with students and interact with
them appropriately;b. the ability to communicate to students the subject matter being taught
with clarity and in a way that is age-sensitive;c. the ability to model literacy and numeracy skills
independently for students and in all their interactions meet community expectations of the
literacy and numeracy skills teachers should have;d. the ability to demonstrate skilfully and
safely activities required in particular discipline areas being taught (e.g. physical education
activities, science laboratory techniques);e. the ability to create, monitor and maintain a safe
physical environment, a stable and supportive psychological environment, and a productive
learning environment in their classroom;f. the ability to establish effective relationships with
all members of the school community, including colleagues, students, and caregivers;g. the
ability based on mental and physical health to exercise sound judgment and respond promptly
to the demands of classroom situations, and the personal resilience to cope and maintain their
wellbeing under stress.Students who feel a disability will prevent them from meeting the above
academic requirements are encouraged to contact the Disability Liaison Unit.

Graduate Attributes:

Doctoral degrees at the University of Melbourne seek to develop graduates who demonstrate
academic leadership, increasing independence, creativity and innovation in their research
work.The University expects its doctoral graduates to have the following qualities and skills:an
advanced ability to initiate research and to formulate viable research questions; a demonstrated
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capacity to design, conduct and report sustained and original research; the capacity to
contextualise research within an international corpus of specialist knowledge; an advanced
ability to evaluate and synthesize research-based and scholarly literature; an advanced
understanding of key disciplinary and multi-disciplinary norms and perspectives relevant to
the field; highly developed problem-solving abilities and flexibility of approach; the ability
to analyse critically within and across a changing disciplinary environment; the capacity to
disseminate the results of research and scholarship by oral and written communication to
a variety of audiences; a capacity to cooperate with and respect the contributions of fellow
researchers and scholars; a profound respect for truth and intellectual integrity, and for the
ethics of research and scholarship; an advanced facility in the management of information,
including the application of computer systems and software where appropriate to the student's
field of study; an understanding of the relevance and value of their research to national and
international communities of scholars and collaborators; an awareness where appropriate of
issues related to intellectual property management and the commercialisation of innovation;
and an ability to formulate applications to relevant agencies, such as funding bodies and ethics
committees.The University provides a variety of opportunities in addition to the supervised
research program, to facilitate a students' acquisition of these attributes.
Links to further
information:
Notes:
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Application Procedure
Detailed information for prospective PhD students regarding the application process, including
the application form is available at http://www.futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/grad/research
(http://www.futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/grad/research) .
It is important to note that there is a separate application form for local and international
students.
PhD applicants should discuss their research interests with a potential supervisor at the
department in which they would like to enrol prior to submitting an application.
The Find an Expert (http://www.findanexpert.unimelb.edu.au/) website may assist you to
find an appropriate supervisor. Prospective PhD candidates should also investigate department
websites for information on current research and contact details. Department websites are
easily accessed from faculty homepages (http://www.unimelb.edu.au/az/faculties.html) .
Applications are accepted year-round.
Which scholarship can I apply for?
Students can find information about graduate research scholarships offered by the University
of Melbourne at the Melbourne Scholarships Office (http://cms.services.unimelb.edu.au/
scholarships/pgrad/) .
Facilities and Supports:
The Melbourne School of Graduate Resarch makes available a broad range of Programs
& Services (http://www.gradresearch.unimelb.edu.au/programs/) available to graduate
research students.
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