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SCRN90002 Film Production: From Script to Screen
Credit Points: 12.50

Level: 9 (Graduate/Postgraduate)

Dates & Locations: 2010, Parkville

This subject commences in the following study period/s:
Semester 2, Parkville - Taught on campus.
On Campus

Time Commitment: Contact Hours: 3 Total Time Commitment: 120

Prerequisites: Admission to the Master of Cinema Management, Master of Arts Management or Master of Art
Curatorship.

Corequisites: None

Recommended
Background Knowledge:

None

Non Allowed Subjects: None

Core Participation
Requirements:

None

Contact: Wendy Haslem

wlhaslem@unimelb.edu.au (mailto:wlhaslem@unimelb.edu.au\)

Subject Overview: This subject will focus on the theoretical and practical elements involved in film and video
production through advanced research and critical discussion with film directors, scriptwriters,
artists and practitioners. It will explore contemporary issues in the film industry and new
exhibition practices in relation to video installations in exhibition spaces such as the Australian
Centre for the Moving Image. Students will gain specialized theoretical grounding in issues
relating to the creation, production, funding and exhibition of films and video installations. In
addition, students will focus on the writing and editing of film and video scripts in relation to the
pre-production and production stages of filmmaking. This subject will also examine different
modes of creation and production in national cinemas with emphasis on Australia and the
Pacific. Relationships between global and local film cultures will also be investigated within
this subject. Other areas of focus will include: an evaluation of the varied and complex stages
in the production and exhibition of a film and video installation, including script development,
direction, editing, production, marketing, exhibition, censorship, criticism, the relationship
between the history and theory of these processes to contemporary practices, the significance
of the historical, cultural and theoretical context of film production and video installation.

Objectives: Students who undertake this subject will:

# develop an advanced understanding of the nature of scriptwriting and the relationship
between script and film;

# encourage a strong appreciation of the practicalities of film production in relation to the
stages of script writing;

# gain a strong understanding of the role of key film culture bodies in the funding and
exhibition of film;

# learn about the relationship between industry bodies and public perception of these bodies;

# be able to understand the historical, cultural and theoretical context of film production, think
creatively about the artistic process, develop advanced skills of communication and public
speaking and demonstrate a comprehension and an advanced capacity for research;

# be able to understand the varied and complex stages in the production and exhibition of
a film, including script development, direction, editing, production, marketing, exhibition,
censorship and film criticism; and

# develop an understanding of the complex relationship between public debates surrounding
the philosophical and ethical issues of exhibition and the constraints of funding and
government policy.
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Assessment: A 2000 word folio 40% (due mid-semester), and a 3000 word essay 60% (due at the end of the
semester).

Prescribed Texts: A subject reader will be available.

Breadth Options: This subject is not available as a breadth subject.

Fees Information: Subject EFTSL, Level, Discipline & Census Date, http://enrolment.unimelb.edu.au/fees

Generic Skills: Students who successfully complete this subject will:

# be able to demonstrate an advanced development of research skills;

# be able to define areas of inquiry and create relevant methods of research in the
preparation of essays;

# be able to conceptualise theoretical problems, form judgements and arguments and
communicate critically, creatively and theoretically through essay writing, tutorial discussion
and presentations;

# be able to demonstrate highly developed skills in multimedia presentations;

# to be able to communicate knowledge intelligibly and economically through essay writing
and seminar discussion; and

# be able to participate productively in team work through involvement in syndicate groups
and group discussions.

Related Course(s): Master of Cinema Management
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