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885-AA Bachelor of Animal Science
Year and Campus:

2009

Fees Information:

Subject EFTSL, Level, Discipline & Census Date, http://enrolment.unimelb.edu.au/fees

Level:

Undergraduate

Duration & Credit Points:
Contact:

The Academic Programs Manager
Faculty of Veterinary Science
The University of Melbourne
Victoria 3010 AustraliaT
el: +61 3 8344 7357 Fax: +61 3 8344 7374

Course Overview:

The Bachelor of Animal Science degree course involves completing a one-year full time
research project in an area of veterinary science related to previous studies.

Objectives:

The objectives of the course leading to the Bachelor of Animal Science are:
# to provide preliminary research training, under appropriate supervision, to a standard
equivalent to the Honours year in the Faculty of Science; and
# to provide the opportunity for a student who is, or has been, enrolled in the Bachelor of
Veterinary Science course to undertake advanced studies.
By the end of the course a student should be able to:
# plan, design and execute a small scientific investigation in that particular discipline;
# have developed competence with techniques and instrumentation used for scientific
investigations in that discipline area;
# critically appraise and interpret scientific data and present results in both written and verbal
forms;
# prepare the results of an investigation in a format suitable for publication in a refereed
scientific journal or in the format of a thesis; and
# to participate as part of a research team to undertake comprehensive investigations under
general supervision.

Course Structure &
Available Subjects:

The requirement is for one year of full-time study which may include attendance at lectures, the
carrying out of practical work, attendances at seminars and tutorials, and such other studies as
required. The study may be undertaken in the following veterinary discipline areas:
# anatomy, biochemistry, embryology, histology, microbiology, parasitology, pathology,
pharmacology, physiology, and clinical sciences.
For each discipline the course is split into two subjects; a project (90 points) and a seminar (10
points) totalling 100 points for the award of the degree. Students undertake both subjects from
the same discipline. Assessment of the project is based on a report and assessment of the
seminar on a presentation within the faculty's normal research seminar program.

Subject Options:

Bachelor of Animal Science
List of Subjects
Subject

Study Period Commencement:

Credit
Points:
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250-478 Vet.Anatomy Project

Semester 1, Semester 2

90.000

250-479 Vet.Anatomy Seminar

Semester 1, Semester 2

10.000

250-480 Vet.Microbiology Project

Semester 1, Semester 2

45.000

250-481 Vet.Microbiology Seminar

Semester 1, Semester 2

5.000

250-483 Vet.Clinical Sciences Project

Semester 1, Semester 2

90.000

250-482 Vet.Clinical Sciences Seminar

Semester 1, Semester 2

10.000
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250-494 Vet.Physiology Project

Semester 1, Semester 2

90.000

250-484 Vet.Physiology Seminar

Semester 1, Semester 2

10.000

250-495 Vet.Parasitology Project

Semester 1, Semester 2

90.000

250-485 Vet.Parasitology Seminar

Semester 1, Semester 2

10.000

250-496 Vet.Pathology Project

Semester 1, Semester 2

90.000

250-486 Vet.Pathology Seminar

Semester 1, Semester 2

10.000

250-497 Vet.Biochemistry Project

Semester 1, Semester 2

90.000

250-487 Vet.Biochemistry Seminar

Semester 1, Semester 2

10.000

250-491 Veterinary Pharmacology Project

Semester 1, Semester 2

90.000

250-490 Veterinary Pharmacology Seminar

Semester 1, Semester 2

10.000

250-492 Animal Hlth Manag.& Welfare Seminar

Semester 1, Semester 2

10.000

250-493 Animal Hlth Manag.& Welfare Project

Semester 1, Semester 2

90.000

Application
Application is made on the appropriate form, through the Faculty Office. The application is
completed in liaison with the supervisor and must be endorsed by the Head of the Department
of Veterinary Science. Generally application should be made by 30 October.
Selection
The Selection Committee will evaluate the applicant's ability to successfully pursue the course
using the following criteria:
# successful completion of two or more years of the Bachelor of Veterinary Science course
with at least H3 (65%) average for subjects from the previous year, or equivalent, and
# a letter of support from the proposed supervisor and from another member of academic
staff indicating the applicant's aptitude for research, as demonstrated by performance in
research-oriented components of the Bachelor of Veterinary Science previously completed.
The Selection Committee may conduct interviews and may call for referee reports to elucidate
any of the matters referred to above.
The student will take leave of absence from the BVSc in order to complete the Bachelor of
Animal Science. Following completion of the degree, the Bachelor of Veterinary Science may
then be resumed.

Core Participation
Requirements:

It is University policy to take all reasonable steps to minimise the impact of disability upon
academic study, and reasonable adjustments will be made to enhance a student's participation
in the University's programs. This course requires all students to enrol in subjects where they
must actively and safely contribute to laboratory activities, practical placements and clinical
and paraclinical work with animals. Students who feel their disability will impact on meeting
this requirement are encouraged to discuss this matter with the Subject Coordinator and the
Disability Liaison Unit.

Graduate Attributes:

The University of Melbourne is a research-intensive university that attaches the very highest
priority to undergraduate education and seeks to stimulate, nurture and develop graduates
of the finest international calibre. The University expects its graduates to be educated and
well-informed, able to contribute effectively to their communities wherever in the world they
choose to live and work. It expects Melbourne graduates to have the following qualities and
skills:profound respect for truth and intellectual integrity and for the ethics of scholarship;
highly developed cognitive, analytic and problem-solving skills;capacity for independent critical
though, rational inquiry and self-directed learning;intellectual curiosity and creativity, including
understanding of the philosophical and methodological bases of research activity;openness
to new ideas and unconventional critiques of received wisdom; andextensive knowledge
of a particular discipline or professional area, including relevant professional knowledge
and skills and informed respect for the principles, disciplines, values and ethics of a chosen
profession;ability and self-confidence to comprehend complex concepts, to express them
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lucidly, whether orally or in writing and to confront unfamiliar problems;awareness of advanced
communications technologies and modalities, sound working skills in the application of
computer systems and software, and receptiveness to the expanding opportunities of
the ‘information revolution';international awareness and openness to the world, based on
understanding and appreciation of social and cultural diversity and respect for individual human
rights and dignity;leadership capacity, including a willingness to engage in constructive public
discourse, to accept social and civic responsibilities and to speak out against prejudice, injustice
and the abuse of power;ability and confidence to participate effectively in collaborative learning
as a team-member, while respecting individual differences; andability to plan work and to use
time effectively.
Generic Skills:

-

Links to further
information:

http://www.vet.unimelb.edu.au

Notes:

General Information
Use of animals in practical classes
Study in Veterinary Science does involve the use of animals in teaching. Students should
be aware that the use of animals is an essential part of the course and exemptions are not
available. All practical classes where animals or animal tissue are used have been approved by
the University's Animal Ethics Committee.
Attendance requirements
Students are expected to work in the laboratory and/or undertake field work as directed by their
supervisor. They are expected to meet regularly with their supervisor to discuss progress.
Plagiarism and collusion
The University policy on plagiarism and collusion will be applied to work submitted for
assessment. Details are provided in the Course and Subject Guide issued to each student for
each year of the course. The web site for the University of Melbourne's Policy on Academic
Honesty and Plagiarism is http://www.services.unimelb.edu.au/plagiarism/policy.html. See also
the General Information section at the start of this handbook.
Where to go for assistance
Faculty Office staff at Parkville are available to answer questions on all administrative matters
and can help direct you to assistance for personal and study problems. Telephone (03) 8344
7357. Students based at the Veterinary Clinical Centre, Werribee, may seek advice from staff in
the Head of Department's Office (Werribee) in the first instance. Telephone (03) 9731 2000.
Other help procedures provided are:
# The student should consult their supervisor in the first instance.
# The Assoc. Dean, Research and Graduate Studies, Prof. Glenn Browning
# The Associate Deans (Students Preclinical), Dr. J. Gilkerson and Dr. H. Davies, located at
Parkville for academic and welfare matters.
# The Associate Deans (Students Clinical), Mr. G. Edwards and Ms J. Charles located at
Werribee, for academic and welfare matters.
# A mentor, who will be an academic staff member, is allocated to the student at the
commencement of the course for the first two years and then again at the commencement
of the clinical training.
# A subject coordinator is responsible for the management of a particular subject and is able
to provide academic advice and receive feedback from students on the quality of the course
delivery.
Is study overseas possible?
While the University has formal exchange agreements with a number of overseas universities,
a few of which have a veterinary school, course structure and academic year differences have
made it difficult to achieve any student exchanges. The Bachelor of Animal Science has a little
more flexibility than the BVSc, so students should discuss exchange possibilities with their
supervisor.
Taking leave of absence
The Bachelor of Animal Science is undertaken while on leave of absence from the BVSc.
Discontinuing your enrolment
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If you wish to withdraw from the course altogether, you should request to discontinue your
enrolment in the course by informing the Faculty Office at Parkville in writing. If you discontinue
your course you may be eligible for a refund of fees depending on when the discontinuation take
place. It is important to note that if you do not formally discontinue your studies by the census
dates you will be liable for fees for those subjects in which you are still enrolled.
Re-enrolment
The re-enrolment period is generally from mid-October to late November. You will receive a
letter in early October outlining the exact dates of the re-enrolment period and how to re-enrol. If
you do not receive this letter you should contact Student Administration.
Students who are not permitted to re-enrol will be contacted individually by the Faculty Office.
Resumption of course
Enquiries about resuming studies after termination from a course should be made to the Faculty
Office. Students will be expected to have demonstrated some academic rehabilitation before
any application will be considered.
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