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514-811 Applied concepts in Acute&Critical Care
Credit Points:

12.50

Level:

9 (Graduate/Postgraduate)

Dates & Locations:

2009,
This subject commences in the following study period/s:
Semester 1, - Taught on campus.
On campus

Time Commitment:

Contact Hours: 36 hours on-campus lectures Total Time Commitment: In addition to the subject
contact hours, students are expected to devote approximately 6 hours a week to this subject.

Prerequisites:

n/a

Corequisites:

None

Recommended
Background Knowledge:

None

Non Allowed Subjects:

None

Core Participation
Requirements:

It is University policy to take all reasonable steps to minimise the impact of disability upon
academic study and reasonable adjustments will be made to enhance a student's participation
in the University's courses. Students who feel their disability will impact on meeting this
requirement are encouraged to discuss this matter with the Course Coordinator and the
Disability Liaison Unit.

Coordinator:

Contact:

Subject Overview:

Objectives:

Mrs Patricia Nicholson

School of Nursing and Social Work
The University of Melbourne
Level 5, 234 Queensberry St
Carlton Victoria 3053 AUSTRALIA
T: +61 3 8344 9400
F: +61 3 9347 4375
W: www.nursing.unimelb.edu.au
(outbind://43-00000000CD7A735E6BE0F5439D1584CFA9EBD3F807005C7FCD58FEB255418EB4D09
www.nursing.unimelb.edu.au)
W: www.socialwork.unimelb.edu.au
(outbind://43-00000000CD7A735E6BE0F5439D1584CFA9EBD3F807005C7FCD58FEB255418EB4D09
www.socialwork.unimelb.edu.au)
This subject extends nursing knowledge to develop skills beyond those necessary
for functioning as a beginning level practitioner in Acute and Critical Care specialty
practice settings. Foundational concepts are applied to generate understanding of the
pathophysiological, epidemiological, and psycho-social nature of illnesses encountered in
specific Critical Care practice settings. A wide range of abnormalities and manifestations
associated with disease processes are explored. Learners are encouraged to apply this
knowledge to understand medical and nursing interventions and technologies encountered in
Acute and Critical Care so that they can implement nursing care in specific practice settings as
a proficient level specialty practitioner.
Students will be expected to be able to demonstrate their proficiency in specialty nursing
practice through:
# an understanding of contemporary trends in medical and nursing interventions and
technologies encountered in Acute and Critical Care;
# the ability to evaluate and synthesise the research and professional literature to engage in
specialty nursing practice that is based on evidence rather than ritual and tradition;
# specialty skills and knowledge required to implement nursing care proficiently for patients
experiencing a wide range of abnormalities and manifestations associated with disease
processes commonly treated in specific critical care settings;
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# well-developed problem-solving skills that are demonstrated by the ability to apply
foundational concepts and research based evidence to identify and act upon assessment
data that is complex in nature and from which a number of differential diagnosis can be
derived;
# the capacity to articulate knowledge in a way that demonstrates integration of theoretical
knowledge and practical experiences and complies with academic standards and
conventions for written work.
# an understanding of the changing knowledge base in the specialist area;
# skills and techniques applicable to the discipline;
# well-developed problem-solving abilities in the discipline area, characterised by flexibility of
approach;
# competencies in areas of professional expertise and/or scholarship.
Assessment:

On-line assessment consisting of 3 x 10 minute LMS quizzes equivalent to 500 words each in
weeks 3, 6 and 9 with a cumulative semester grading (15%)Written assignment of 1500 words
due week 8 (40%)Closed-book, 2-hour written examination at the end of semester (45%)

Prescribed Texts:

n/a

Recommended Texts:

A list of recommended texts will be supplied to students on enrolment in the subject.

Breadth Options:

Fees Information:
Generic Skills:

This subject is not available as a breadth subject.
Subject EFTSL, Level, Discipline & Census Date, http://enrolment.unimelb.edu.au/fees
On completion of the subject students should have developed the following generic skills of the
Melbourne graduate and postgraduate coursework student:
# a capacity to articulate their knowledge and understanding in written presentations;
# working skills in the application of computer systems and software and a receptiveness to
the opportunities offered by new technologies;
# enhanced professional knowledge and skills.

Links to further
information:
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