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511-612 M.D.Sc. - Preventive & Comm.Dent (Thesis

Credit Points:

N/ACredit points are not assigned to the research thesis subjects that are offered as part of
graduate research courses. The load or weight varies according to the duration and structure of
the course, enrolment status (ie. full-time or part-time), etc.

Level:

Research Higher Degree

Time Commitment:

Total Time Commitment: Not available

Prerequisites:

None

Corequisites:

During the first year, students are required to attend additional coursework subjects offered by
the School of Population Health as detailed below:

Students are required to attend subjects 505-807 and 505-808. They may select either subject
505-800 or 505-809 depending on their needs. All subjects are 12.5 points.

Subject 505-800 Introductory Biostatistics 1 or 2 (Optional)
Subject 505-807 Introductory Statistics 1 (Compulsory)
Subject 505-808 Introduction to Epidemiology 1 (Compulsory)
Subject 505-809 Observational Epidemiology 2 (Optional )

Recommended

Background Knowledge:

To assist with designing the research project, students may be required to attend classes and
be assessed in subjects in research design conducted by the School should these subjects suit
their needs.

Non Allowed Subjects:

None

Core Participation
Requirements:

<p>For the purposes of considering request for Reasonable Adjustments under the Disability
Standards for Education (Cwth 2005), and Student Support and Engagement Policy, academic
requirements for this subject are articulated in the Subject Overview, Learning Outcomes,
Assessment and Generic Skills sections of this entry.</p> <p>It is University policy to

take all reasonable steps to minimise the impact of disability upon academic study, and
reasonable adjustments will be made to enhance a student's participation in the University's
programs. Students who feel their disability may impact on meeting the requirements of this
subject are encouraged to discuss this matter with a Faculty Student Adviser and Student
Equity and Disability Support: <a href="http://services.unimelb.edu.au/disability">http://
services.unimelb.edu.au/disability</a></p>

Subject Overview:
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This is the subject student enrol in who are admitted to the Master of Dental Science degree in
Preventive and Community Dentistry by major thesis. This is course is designed to promote the
development of academic and research skills of dental graduates. These skills will contribute to
developing a career in an academic or research setting in Preventive and Community Dentistry,
or in Dental Public Health. For many students, the degree will serve as a first postgraduate
degree, and may lead to further study, for example, the Master of Population Health or PhD
degrees.

Didactic Component

The didactic component may cover the principles of research, public health, epidemiology,
biostatistics, data management, and other specialised areas appropriate to the candidate's field
of research. Generally, students complete two compulsory subjects and one elective subject in
epidemiology and biostatistics (offered by the School of Population Health) during the first year
of their candidature in preparation for the research component.

Research Component

Apart from any selected coursework, the candidates will spend their time conducting their
research project. Almost always, a research degree in Preventive and Community Dentistry
entails epidemiological research. Such a study will usually involve the gathering of both clinical
and questionnaire type data for analysis. Since a proper understanding of the questionnaire
data and certain aspects of the clinical data is linked to the cultural and social settings of the
participants examined, it is appropriate, therefore, that the participants, who comprise the
material of the study, belong to the cultural community of the candidate. In the case of an
overseas candidate, this means that the candidate will return to his/her country of origin for

a period of at least one semester for the implementation of the research project and data
collection.
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At the completion of data collection, the candidate will then return to the University of Melbourne
to analyse the data and prepare one or more papers for publication. The paper(s), along with
other related material, will comprise the major thesis of approximately 40,000 words for the
MDSc degree.

Objectives: To promote the development of academic and research skills of dental graduates.
To contribute to developing a career in an academic or research setting in Preventive and
Community Dentistry, or in Public Dental Health.
To serve as a first graduate degree for students wishing to pursue further study eg. PhD.

Assessment: Satisfactory progress in the development of a research project, a pass in an assignment
and passes in any coursework undertaken will be required by the completion Year 1. The
assessment will comprise two written assignments during the two-year program, and the
examination of the major thesis.

Prescribed Texts: None

Breadth Options: This subject is not available as a breadth subject.

Fees Information: Subject EFTSL, Level, Discipline & Census Date, http://enrolment.unimelb.edu.au/fees
Links to further http://www.dent.unimelb.edu.au/dsweb/postgrad_programs/masters_research.html http:/
information: www.dent.unimelb.edu.au/dsweb/about_school/staff_profiles/morgan_m.html
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