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730-799 Gender, Human Rights and Development

Credit Points:

12.500

Level:

Graduate/Postgraduate

Dates & Locations:

2008,

This subject commences in the following study period/s:
Semester 2, - Taught on campus.

Time Commitment:

Contact Hours: 24 - 26 contact hours per subject. Total Time Commitment: The time
commitment for this subject depends on the candidate's background and experience.

Requirements:

Prerequisites: N.A.
Corequisites: N.A.
Recommended None
Background Knowledge:

Non Allowed Subjects: None
Core Participation N.A.

Coordinator:

Associate Professor Dianne Otto

Subject Overview:

Objectives:
A candidate who has successfully completed the subject should:

# Have a critical understanding of the key human rights instruments and development
policies and programs that have sought to promote womens equality since 1945

# Understand the interrelationship between womens enjoyment of human rights and their
equal participation in, and benefiting from, economic development

# Understand the theoretical debates about how best to conceptualise sex/ gender
[inJequality, the different legal conceptions of sex/gender equality, and the problems
associated with measuring and assessing substantive equality

# Appreciate the new contributions by postcolonial legal scholars to understanding the
diversity of womens experiences of inequality and the role played by customary and
colonial laws as well as international economic institutions

# Appreciate the critical contributions of womens movements and nongovernmental
organisations to advancing womens equality

# Be able to critically assess the strategies used to promote womens advancement in both
the human rights and economic development fields and propose alternative approaches

# Understand the role of men in achieving gender equality

# Understand how to utilise the many international institutions and mechanisms that have a
role to play in advancing womens equality.

Syllabus:

This subject will trace the history and examine the impact of the strategies adopted by
advocates for womens equality in the fields of human rights law and economic development.

Principal topics will include:

# The links between human rights and economic development to improve womens economic
and social status

# The tensions between these strategies and the consolidation of the market-led
development model during the 1990s

# Impediments to the realisation of womens equality and how these might be overcome,
including conceptual inadequacies in relating to equality and gender, institutional
marginalisation, gender bias in the law, the limits of legal liberalism, fears of cultural
imperialism and lack of political will

# The work of postcolonial feminists, uncovering some of the hidden histories of womens
resistance to colonial laws and policies

# The limitations and potential of law in promoting womens equality and social justice.

Page 1 of 2

02/02/2017 9:37 A.M.



730-799 Gender, Human Rights and Development,2008 http://handbook.unimelb.edu.au/view/2008/730-799

Assessment: Examination 3 hours (100%) (23 January 2009) or Research paper 10,000 words (100%) (16
February 2009) (topic approved by the subject coordinator)

Prescribed Texts: Core subject materials will be provided free of charge to all students. Some subjects require
further texts to be purchased. Please visit the subject homepage on the Melbourne Law Masters
website by following the link at the bottom of this subject entry.

Breadth Options: This subject is not available as a breadth subject.

Fees Information: Subject EFTSL, Level, Discipline & Census Date, http://enrolment.unimelb.edu.au/fees
Generic Skills: Please see the Subject Objectives for this information.

Links to further For the latest information on this subject, please visit: http://www.masters.law.unimelb.edu.au/
information: subject/730799
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