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Social Theory
Year and Campus: 2015

Coordinator: Associate Professor John Rundell Email: johnfr@unimelb.edu.au

Contact: Enquiries
Phone: 13 MELB (13 6352)
Email: 13MELB@unimelb.edu.au (mailto:13MELB@unimelb.edu.au)

Overview: The masters program allows students to combine coursework with extensive independent
research in social theory. The thesis should demonstrate a critical application of specialist
knowledge and make an independent contribution to existing scholarship in the area of
research. Candidates may advance to the Doctor of Philosophy degree after successful
completion of the masters or may apply to convert to the PhD at an earlier stage. An honours
grade of at least H3 (65%) average must be attained in the respective thesis and advanced
seminar components of the course to qualify for the award of the masters degree.

Learning Outcomes: Students who complete the Master of Arts (Advanced Seminar & Shorter Thesis) in this
area of specialisation should:

# demonstrate a comprehensive knowledge and understanding of at least one significant
tradition in social theory;

# acquire knowledge of some major contemporary debates regarding their subject area;

# demonstrate a critical engagement with theoretical and substantive literature in their areas
of study;

# establish a basis for further postgraduate research.

Structure & Available
Subjects:

Duration: 1.5 years full-time / 3 years part-time

The Master of Arts (Advanced Seminar & Shorter Thesis) in this area of specialisation
requires:

# thesis 20,000-22,000 words

# two elective subjects (25 points)

Subject Options: Thesis Subject
Thesis 20,000-22,000 words

Subject Study Period Commencement: Credit

Points:

SOTH70002 Shorter Thesis - Social Theory RHD First Half Year, RHD
Second Half Year

Not
Assigned

Elective Subjects
2 elective subjects (25 points in total)

Please note:

# Candidates may substitute one of their electives with a subject offered by another
department, with the prior approval of the course coordinator.

# Only Fifth Year subjects can be selected.

# No student may repeat a unit undertaken as part of an Honours or MA Preliminary course

Subject Study Period Commencement: Credit

Points:

SOTH40001 Theories of Modernity Not offered 2015 12.50

SOTH40002 Imagined Societies Semester 2 12.50

SOTH40003 The Critical Imagination March 12.50
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SOTH90004 Reading Texts in Social Theory Semester 2 12.50

Links to further
information:

http://ssps.unimelb.edu.au/

Related Course(s): Master of Arts (Advanced Seminar & Shorter Thesis)

http://ssps.unimelb.edu.au/

