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BH-ORHLTH Bachelor of Oral Health (Degree with Honours)
Year and Campus: 2014 - Parkville

Fees Information: Subject EFTSL, Level, Discipline & Census Date, http://enrolment.unimelb.edu.au/fees

Level: Undergraduate

Duration & Credit Points: 100 credit points taken over 12 months full time.

Coordinator: Associate Professor Julie Satur

Contact: juliegs@unimelb.edu.au (mailto:juliegs@unimelb.edu.au)

Course Overview: The Melbourne Dental School offers the Bachelor of Oral Health (BOH). This is a professional
entry-level undergraduate degree providing graduates with qualifications registrable for practice
as oral health therapists. The Bachelor of Oral Health (Degree with Honours) offers a research
by higher degree pathway for this undergraduate degree.

The Bachelor of Oral Health (Degree with Honours) program is a prescribed 100 point program
comprising 25 points of Advanced Coursework and a 75 point Research Project which uses a
BOH (or equivalent) as 300 points of credit toward the 400 credit point degree.

This course comprises two subjects offered by the Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health
Sciences to provide coursework research preparation at Honours degree level (both at 12.50
points each) and two (one 25 point + 50 points) Oral Health Research Project subjects linked to
provide a 75 credit point research project specific to this degree.

Learning Outcomes: The Bachelor of Oral Health Honours year provides students with the opportunity to integrate
their previous oral health studies with advanced studies in their field of interest, and focus their
knowledge, skills and intellect on an exciting piece of original research. The BOH(Hons) is
comprised of two components:

# The advanced coursework components provide opportunities for increasing students’ depth
of knowledge in their particular areas of interest and expanding the theoretical basis on which
they will base their research work. It provides students with the opportunity to develop expertise
in the broad scientific field in which their individual research project is placed, including the
methodologies of the relevant fields, and the use of the scientific literature in their specialist area
of study.

#The research project provides students with the opportunity to apply their knowledge and
technical skills in a supervised research project and develop skills in research design, project
implementation, data collection and analysis and in the communication of the outcomes
of a research project. The project develops students’ technical and data acquisition skills,
their problem solving and critical thinking capacities in the context of research, their skills in
communicating to a variety of audiences and the application of appropriate risk assessment and
ethical approval processes.

Honours also develops students’ capacity for independent study and research that will help
build maturity and skills for transition to employment in a range of settings including entry
pathways into research careers and academic leadership in the oral health therapy disciplines.

Course Structure &
Available Subjects:

Students enrol in the following four subjects:

1 BIOM40001: Introduction to Biomedical Research = (12.5) points (Semester 1)
2 DENT40003: Advances in Oral Health Research = (12.5) points (Semester 1)
3 ORAL40001: Oral Health Sciences Research Project 4A = (25) points (Semester 1)
4 ORAL40002: Oral Health Sciences Research Project 4B = (50) points (Semester 2)

These four subjects provide the 100 points required for the Honours year.

Entry Requirements: Applications are evaluated using the following criteria:

1. A Bachelor of Oral Health or equivalent with a Standard Grade Point Average (SGPA) of at
least 65%, or equivalent.
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2. The Selection Committee may conduct interviews and tests and may call for referee reports
to support the selection process.

Note: Entry into an Honours program is subject to the capacity of the department(s) or
schools(s) offering the program to provide adequate supervision in a project appropriate to the
interests and preparation of the individual student. Quotas may be applied.

Core Participation
Requirements:

Completion of all subject components. Students enrolled in the Bachelor of Oral Health (Degree
with Honours) need to obtain a minimum of 65% for both the Research Project subject and the
Advanced Coursework subject to pass the year Where clinical research is to be undertaken,
students will be required to have: # - current registration with the Dental Board of Australia, and
# - a current license with the Victorian Radiation Safety Branch (or national equivalent), and # -
credentialing for clinical dental practice with Dental Health Services Victoria.


