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DENT40004 Advanced Dental Study 1

Credit Points: 6.25

Level: 4 (Undergraduate)

Dates & Locations: 2010, Parkville

This subject commences in the following study period/s:
Semester 2, Parkville - Taught on campus.

Time Commitment: Contact Hours: Thirty-six hours. Total Time Commitment: Not available
Prerequisites: Successful completion of all 3rd year BDSc subjects.

Corequisites: None

Recommended None

Background Knowledge:

Non Allowed Subjects: None
Core Participation For the purposes of considering request for Reasonable Adjustments under the Disability
Requirements: Standards for Education (Cwth 2005), and Students Experiencing Academic Disadvantage

Policy, academic requirements for this subject are articulated in the Subject Description,
Subject Objectives, Generic Skills and Assessment Requirements of this entry. The University
is dedicated to provide support to those with special requirements. Further details on

the disability support scheme can be found at the Disability Liaison Unit website: http://
www.services.unimelb.edu.au/disability/

Coordinator: Dr David Manton

Contact: Melbourne Dental School

4th Floor, 720 Swanston Street
Telephone: +61 3 9341 1500

Email: enquiries@dent.unimelb.edu.au
http://www.dent.unimelb.edu.au/

Subject Overview: Advanced Dental Study 1 comprises the background research and literature review of a

research project, for which 36 hours (one session of 3 hours per week) is scheduled in
Semester 2 of fourth year. (In fifth year, the continuation and completion of this project will take
place under the companion module Advanced Dental Study 2 .)

At the commencement of Semester 2 in this subject, students are divided into groups and a
research project is allocated to each group. Each group will be maintained throughout fifth year.
The School reserves the right to adjust the membership of a group when necessary.

The research project can be undertaken in any of the following: Restorative Dentistry, Growth
and Development, Oral Medicine, Pathology and Surgery or Oral Health Sciences. After
allocation of projects, each group should elect a leader and contact the supervisor(s) for further
information in relation to the research project and facilities.

Objectives: On completion of this subject, students should:

(1) Comprehend/understand:

a) the principles of research methodology;
b) the importance of formulating precise objectives for a research project;
c) the need for a thorough review of the existing knowledge of the research topic;

d) the necessity for thoughtful planning for the execution of the project; and
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e) the need for the scientific assessment of the results and the presentation of the findings in a
manner acceptable to the scientific community.

(2) Have developed:

a) skills in:
- working as a member of a research team;
- formulating a hypothesis and in planning how the hypothesis may be tested;

- planning the execution of the research, in carrying it out, recording data and in analysing
results;

- writing up the project, its oral presentation and in responding to questions;

b) the ability to assess the validity of results and to set these into the overall knowledge of the
topic.

(3) Appreciate:

a) the necessity of research as a means of furthering advances in all aspects of dentistry;
b) a commitment to research in dentistry;

c) the value of team research;

d) the need for the lucid and accurate presentation of results; and

e) ways of evaluating the findings in research reports.

Assessment: Oral presentation of the planned research protocol and submission of a literature review (to
the project supervisor) related to the research project at the end of Semester 2 — pass/fail.
Attendance at all research presentations is compulsory and will form part of the assessment.

Prescribed Texts: Berry R 2004 The research project: how to write it, London; New York : Routledge, 2004
Bowling A and Ebrahim Shah Eds 2005 Handbook of health research methods: investigation,
measurement and analysis, Maidenhead, England; New York : Open University Press, 2005.
Graziano AM 2007 Research methods : a process of inquiry, Boston, Mass. : Pearson/Allyn
and Bacon,2007. Mitchell KR, Kerridge IH and Lovat JJ 1996 Bioethics and clinical ethics for
health care professionals 2 nd edn, Social Science Press, NSW, 1996. Peat JK et al 2001
Health science research : a handbook of quantitative methods, Crows Nest, N.S.W. : Allen &
Unwin, 2001. Phillips DS. ¢1978 Basic statistics for health science students, San Francisco :

W. H. Freeman Polgar S and Thomas S 2000 Introduction to Research in the Health Sciences,
Churchill Livingstone, 2000 Remington RD 1970 Statistics with applications to the biological and
health science, Prentice Hall, 1970 Ulin PR, Robinson ET, Tolley EE c2005 Qualitative methods
in public health : a field guide for applied research, San Francisco : Jossey-Bass 2001 Health
research methodology : a guide for training in research methods. Manila, Philippines : WHO
Regional Office for the Western Pacific, 2001 Weiss-Lambrou, R 1989 The health professional's
guide to writing for publication Springfield, Ill., U.S.A. : C.C. Thomas, 1989.

Breadth Options: This subject is not available as a breadth subject.

Fees Information: Subject EFTSL, Level, Discipline & Census Date, http://enrolment.unimelb.edu.au/fees

Generic Skills: - Communication;

- Critical analysis and decision making;

- Leadership and teamwork;

- Documenting research findings;

- Identifying, interpreting, measuring and recording data;

- Value and application of evidence;

- Intellectual curiosity and creativity, including understanding of the philosophical and
methodological bases of research activity;

- Superior capacity to articulate knowledge and understanding in oral and written presentations;
- Ability to design, conduct and report original research;

- Capacity to manage competing demands on time, including self-directed project work;

- Profound respect for truth and intellectual integrity, and for the ethics of scholarship; and
- Capacity to value and patrticipate in projects which require team-work.
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Related Course(s):

Bachelor of Dental Science
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